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General Leveneur took him on his staif as aide-de-camp, and
he was promoted captain. This was the rank which he held
when he brought to Paris the news of the desertion of
Dumouriez,1 and his conduct, as well as his military abilities,
as manifested in a plan of campaign which he submitted, were
so highly thought of by the Committee of Public Safety and
the War Minister, that he was nominated adjutant-general and
sent in that capacity to Dunkirk. He did important service in
Souham's defence of that city against the English,2 and his
bravery was so conspicuous in the battle of Hondschoten that
Beriier and Trullard, the deputies on mission, nominated him
general of brigade on September 15. His military reputation
stood so high, and his patriotism was so well known in Paris,
that he was selected by the Convention, on the news of the
disasters in Alsace, for the command of the army of the
Moselle, and arrived at its head-quarters on October 31, 1793.
The army of the Ehine had also at last got an efficient
chief. Alexandre de Beauharnais had been succeeded first
by Landremont, an officer of the former royal army, and then
by Carle, another old general, who had in the first campaign
of the war commanded the division invading Belgium, along
the coast from Dunkirk.3 He also proved to be inefficient,
and after the loss of the lines of Wissembourg, was super-
seded by Pichegru. Charles Pichegru was quite as remark-
able a man as Hoche, and, like him, had served in the
old royal army. He was the son of a labourer at Arbois in the
Jura, and was born on February 16, 1761. He was educated
at the college of Arbois, and showed such ability that his tutor
took him to the military school at Brienne, and got him
an ushership there. But Pichegru did not care for being
an usher; and in 1783 he enlisted in the First Regiment of
Artillery, with which he served in America, and in which he
rose with* extreme rapidity to be sergeant and adjutant-sous-
officier. When the Revolution commenced, he was quartered
at Besanc;on, and at once became a political personage and
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